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1. Identity:
Japan wants four small Japanese villages to be granted small-scale commercial whaling
rights. Commercial whaling (whaling for profit) was banned in 1982 by the International
Whaling Commission. Only indigenous populations that have demonstrated a need for the
meat have been allowed to continue whaling as a subsistence practice (when the meat is only
for personal use). Japan, Norway, and Iceland have all protested the ban and continued to
whale, explaining that their hunts are for scientific research. The question is:
Should Japan’s four fishing towns be allowed to hold small-scale commercial whale hunts?
2. Are your concerns more facts-based or value-based?

List your arguments under the appropriate label:
3. Facts 4. Values/Morals

5. Will you be able to argue your point using facts or will you have to deal with
opposing values / morals? If you have to deal with opposing values, what strategies
might you use instead of simply saying “You’re wrong!”?

Now divide up your arguments among your team members. Make sure that everyone
will be able to participate in the upcoming discussion.

You will now address the question at hand:
Should Japan’s four fishing towns be allowed to hold small-scale commercial whale hunts?
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We will begin with an open discussion. As the discussion unfolds, make notes about the
positions and possible interests of other groups.

1. Group __________________ Concerns:
Arguments. Please list the arguments under the most appropriate category:

Facts Values

2. Group __________________ Concerns:
Arguments. Please list the arguments under the most appropriate category:

Facts Values

3. Group __________________ Concerns:
Arguments. Please list the arguments under the most appropriate category:

Facts Values


